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county highlight | by jim robson, economist

Summit County

Source: University of Utah Bureau of Economic 
and Business Research.
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Total ValueDid you know?
•Jobs in the leisure and hospitality 
industry comprise 35 percent of 
nonfarm employment in Summit 
County. The statewide average is 9 
percent.

•Forty-six percent of Summit County 
residents over the age of 25 have at 
least a Bachelor’s degree, according 
to the 2000 Census—the highest 
percentage of any county in Utah.

•Summit County per capita personal 
income in 2005 of $50,542 was 185 
percent of the Utah state average.

•Since 2002, the total value of permit-
authorized construction in Summit 
County has grown on average by 26.8 
percent per year.

Summit County is a major tourist 
destination and recreational mecca. 
The Park City area hosted many 2002 
Winter Olympic events and continues 
as a winter sports training center. 
In addition to the world class skiing 
resorts located in the area, Park City 

hosts the Sundance Film Festival each 
year during January.  

As an “urban fringe” county with 
commuting times of less than 30 
minutes to Salt Lake City, Summit 
County has become a haven for people 

seeking to locate in a scenic, alpine 
setting within close proximity of urban 
amenities. In addition, urbanites along 
the Wasatch Front flock to the county 
for its winter and summer recreational 
activities. 


